
PFO: UN UNAVOIDABLE INDICATOR 
OF COMPLEXITY IN MEDICINE

CHRISTIAN PRISTIPINO, MD, FESC, FACC

SAN FILIPPO NERI HOSPITAL, ROMA 



25-30% 







19



SV 
ARRHYTHMIAS

& PFO

42-52% ATRIAL VULNERABILITY

42-52% INDUCIBLE SUSTAINED AT 

≅10% AF INCIDENCE BEFORE CL.

5-8 % AF INCIDENCE AFTER CL.
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9 SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES 



RULE-OUT FA



MODIFIED STACEY DIAGRAM



EMPOWERMENT & SHARED DECISIONS
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PERSONALIZED APPROACHES









IS PFO DIFFERENT 
FROM 

THE OTHER MEDICAL 
CONDITIONS?
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